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MENDAKI PUBLISHES SPECIAL EDITION SG50 POLICY DIGEST

A professor, a software developer, a social worker and a physician may not have much in
common but their collective aspirations for Singapore remains the nation’s pride. Writers
drawn from among community figures, thought leaders, professionals and youths
reimagined the future and penned down their reflections, ideas and hopes for the
Malay/Muslim community. The product — a special SG50 edition of the Yayasan MENDAKI
Policy Digest consisting of 50 articles, titled ‘Singapore Malay/Muslim Community: The
Next 50 Years’.

The written contributions span five broad categories: Community & Governance,
Education, Family & Youth, Science & Health and Business & Innovation. Minister for
Communications and Information and Minister-In-Charge of Muslim Affairs & Minister-In-
Charge of Cyber Security, Dr Yaacob Ibrahim, is among those who shared his reflections
on a piece titled, ‘Our Place in History: Journey Towards a Community of Excellence’.
Other writers include Ms Amira Karim, Consultant (Office of the Vice President of East
Asia and the Pacific), World Bank, Ms Caroline Brassard, Adjunct Assistant Professor, Lee
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, and Mdm Tuminah Sapawi, Chief Executive Officer,
Yayasan MENDAKI.

Research & Policy Senior Manager and Content Editor of the publication, Mdm Sabrena
Abdullah, shares, “Perhaps, the uniqueness of this edition is that it not only digests key
national policies but it encapsulates the aspirations, imaginations and dreams of our
younger generations and thought leaders on what it takes to be resilient, resourceful and

giving, in building ‘A Visionary Community of the Future’.”



The Digest will be launched officially on 23™ January 2016 at MENDAKI's annual
Research Seminar event. Copies of the Digest will also be made available to the public

then.
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Aaron Maniam, Former President (2009/2011), MENDAKI Club

Abdullah Abdul Aziz, Executive Committee member, MENDAKI Club

Afigah Nur Fitri Suhaiemi, Economics and University Scholars Programme
undergraduate, National University of Singapore

Amira Karim, Consultant, World Bank

Ashraf Maniam, Former Educator and Youth Volunteer

Asmah Alias, Senior Assistant Director, Education and Community Outreach, National
Heritage Board

Caroline Brassard, Adjunct Assistant Professor, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy
Catherine J. Smith, Independent Consultant

Hadijah Rahmat, Associate Professor, Asian Languages and Culture Academic Group,
National Institute of Education

Halima Gose Ahmed Shah, Vice-President, IM.Prof (Indian Muslim Professionals)
Hamid Rahmatullah, Head of Communications, IM.Prof (Indian Muslim Professionals)
Hasliza Ahmad, Deputy Director, National Youth Council

Jeffrey Salleh, Senior Software Development Manager, Oracle Asia Research and
Development

Khairun Nisa Yusni, Research and Policy Executive, Yayasan MENDAKI

Mahdev Mohan, Assistant Professor, School of Law, Singapore Management University
Mansoor Abdul Jalil, Associate Professor, Department of Electrical and Computer
Engineering, National University of Singapore

Mardiana Abu Bakar, Lecturer, Curriculum, Teaching and Learning Academic Group,
National Institute of Education

Mathew Mathews, Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Policy Studies, Lee Kuan Yew
School of Public Policy

Mohamed Heikal Mohamed Yusope, Acting Executive Director, MENDAKI SENSE Pte
Ltd

Mohamed Syahid Hassan, Human Factors Specialist, Changi General Hospital
Mohammed Jalees Jalal, Former Vice President (2009/2011), MENDAKI Club

Mohd Ismail Hussein, Former Nominated Member of Parliament, Singapore

Muhammad Farouq Osman, Research and Policy Executive, Yayasan MENDAKI



Muhammad Nadjad Abdul Rahim, Bioengineering PhD candidate, National University of
Singapore

Muhammad Tarmizi Abdul Wahid, Chief Executive Officer, Safinah Holdings Pte Ltd
Mustafa Izzuddin, Research Fellow, ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute

Nabillah Jalal, Music (Piano Performance) undergraduate, Royal College of Music,
London

Nazhath Faheema, Secretary, IM.Prof (Indian Muslim Professionals)

Nazirudin Mohamed Nasir, Deputy Director, Office of the Mufti, Islamic Religious Council
of Singapore

Nazri Hadi Saparin, Assistant to Editor, Berita Harian

Nura Abdul Karim, Assistant Director, Singapore Botanic Gardens, National Parks Board
Nuriesya Saleha Abu Bakar, Masters candidate, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health

Nurul ‘Izzah Khamsani, Executive Officer, Jamiyah Ar-Rabitah Mosque

Qian Yuwei, Research Assistant, Asia Competitiveness Institute, Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy

Radiah Salim, Family Physician, Mental Health Advocate and President, Club HEAL
Raja Mohamad, President, IM.Prof (Indian Muslim Professionals)

Sabrena Abdullah, Senior Research and Policy Manager, Yayasan MENDAKI
Saleemah Ismail, Co-founder & Board Director, New Life Stories

Shaikh Ismail Sathakuthamby, Founder, TechX Singapore

Siti Afiyah Mustapha, Research and Policy Executive, Yayasan MENDAKI

Siti Khadijah Setyo R. S., Education Innovation Executive, Yayasan MENDAKI

Siti Nurhanna Riduan, Postdoctoral Scholar, California Institute of Technology

Suen Johan, Sociology PhD candidate, University of Cambridge

Syakir Hashim, Co-founder and Chief Operating Officer, Skolafund

Syed Harun Alhabsyi, Council Member, Lembaga Biasiswa Kenangan Maulud

Tan Khee Giap, Co-Director, Asia Competitiveness Institute, Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy

Tuminah Sapawi, Chief Executive Officer, Yayasan MENDAKI

Umardani Umle, Criminology PhD candidate, University of Glasgow

Vincent Chua, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, National University of
Singapore

Yaacob Ibrahim, Minister for Communications and Information, Minister-in-charge of

Muslim Affairs & Minister-in-charge of Cyber Security and Chairman, Yayasan MENDAKI



Yusuf Ali, Assistant Professor, Lee Kong Chian School of Medicine, Nanyang
Technological University

Zakir Hussain, Deputy Political Editor, The Straits Times

Zhang Jiayi, Social Sciences and Economics graduate, Singapore Management

University
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Op-Ed/Research Article Titles

Community & Governance

1.

Our Place in History: Journey Towards a Community of Excellence by Yaacob
Ibrahim

What Are You Grateful For Today? by Tuminah Sapawi

Hendak Seribu Daya - Motivating Malays and Building a Motivated Community by
Mohamed Heikal Mohamed Yusope

Singapore’s Agenda for the Next 50 Years: Reducing Poverty and Inequality by
Caroline Brassard & Catherine J. Smith

Malay Connections: Presence and Absence by Muhammad Farougq Osman &
Vincent Chua

The Role of Social Networks in Community Progress by Zhang Jiayi

Reconfiguring the Performative Social Bond: A New Paradigm for Progress in the

Malay/Muslim Community by Umardani Umle

8. What Next after the 2015 General Election? by Tan Khee Giap & Qian Yuwei

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

Politics in the Next 50 Years by Zakir Hussain

Rule of Law & Racial/Religious Harmony — Twin Pillars of Singapore’s Success
Story by Mahdev Mohan

Leaves from the Same Tree by Saleemah Ismail

Takkan Melayu Hilang Di Dunia - Reloaded by Sabrena Abdullah

Embracing Diversity in the Singapore Malay/Muslim Community by Mustafa
Izzuddin

Cultures of Muslim Life in Singapore in 2065 by Nazirudin Mohamed Nasir

An Exemplary Community and Citizenry by Raja Mohamad, Halima Gose Ahmed
Shah, Nazhath Faheema & Hamid Rahmatullah

Bagai Air Murni Mengalir atau Buih Hanyut: Cabaran, Keindahan dan Keunggulan
Kesusasteraan Asia Tenggara by Hadijah Rahmat

A Brief Discussion on the Current Challenges and Future Scenario of the
Malay/Muslim Community

Extracted from “Community Leaders’ Forum (CLF) Forward Planning Exercise
20107

The Navigation Map: Harnessing Awareness, Living Diversity



Extracted from “A Conscientized Generation — a retrospect of the Malay/Muslim

community over the last decade & a projection of the way forward”

Education

19.
20.

21.
22.

23.

Teaching and Learning in a Tech-Enabled Environment by Ashraf Maniam

The Narratives of Ahmad and Ali: Looking Back a Decade and Hoping Forward a
Few More by Mardiana Abu Bakar

The Future of Islamic Education in Singapore by Muhammad Tarmizi Abdul Wahid
Leaving the Comfort Zone: Five Ways Living Abroad Makes You Better Equipped
for Change by Mohammed Jalees Jalal

Let’s Go to the Museum! by Asmah Alias

Family & Youth

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

The Future of Post-Retirement: Towards Community-Based Support and
Employment for Older Singaporeans by Suen Johan

Ke Arah Masyarakat Cemerlang: Membentuk Nilai Murni di dalam Keluarga by
Nurul ‘Izzah Khamsani

What'’s in Your Barney Bag? by Afigah Nur Fitri Suhaiemi

Youth and Social Participation in Singapore by Hasliza Ahmad

Prospects for Stronger Marriages in the Malay/Muslim Community by Mathew
Mathews

Past, Present and Promise for the Future by Nabillah Jalal

Science & Health

30.
31.

32.

33.

34.
35.

36.

Prospects for Our Community in the STEM Sector by Mansoor Abdul Jalil
Harnessing Technology for a Community of Excellence by Shaikh Ismail
Sathakuthamby

Fostering Mental Wellness in the Community by a Balanced Approach to Progress
by Radiah Salim

Health, Mindset and Identity: Future Challenges for the Malay/Muslim Community
by Syed Harun Alhabsyi

A Healthier Lifestyle, a Meaningful and Bright Future by Yusuf Ali

Building a Healthier Community through Increased Health Literacy by Nuriesya
Saleha Abu Bakar

Building Scientific Leaders from the Community by Muhammad Nadjad Abdul
Rahim



37. Cultivating Opportunities in the “Hidden Garden” by Nura Abdul Karim
38. Thoughts from a Young Scientist by Siti Nurhanna Riduan

Business & Innovation

39. Financial Literacy: Critical and Mandatory Knowledge for the Community in Facing
Future Challenges by Mohd Ismail Hussein

40. Technopreneurship & Social Mobility by Syakir Hashim

41. Human Factors and the Worker of the Future by Mohamed Syahid Hassan

42. New Thinking for New Times by Aaron Maniam

43. Social Impact Bonds: A New Public-Private Model for Social Programmes? by
Amira Karim

44. Tearing Down Our Walls by Abdullah Abdul Aziz

45. Transcript of Majalah Masa’s managing editor Rasheed Asr’s interview with
founder Aminah Nadim on Dec. 5, 2065 by Jeffrey Salleh

46. Impak Cabaran Negara Akan Datang pada Masyarakat Melayu by Nazri Hadi

Saparin

Educational and Career Success: Reimagining our Future

47. The Adventure of Life is to Learn: Cultivating the New 3Rs of Learning by Siti
Khadijah Bte Setyo R S

48. Wired for Change: Grooming a Future Ready Generation in Education and
Learning by Siti Afiyah Mustapha

49. Family Involvement in Education: Empowering Low-income Malay Families
towards Educational Upliftment by Muhammad Farouq Osman

50. New Work Order: An Undeclared Battlefield for Future Workers by Khairun Nisa

Bte Yusni



