
PSLE Foundation English Study Notes

CLOZE PASSAGE STRATEGIES

Read the passage once through before you fill in the blanks

Read the passage once through so that you have an understanding of the context and content of the passage.

1
Identify the parts of speech/word classes for the blank2

Ask yourself if the blank needs noun, verb or 
adjective first as these are the common ones. 
If not, then consider other word classes. Ask 
some questions eg
• Do I need a thing or action? 
 (noun or verb)
• Is it describing a noun or a verb? 
 (adjectives or adverbs)
• Is it talking about the number of 
 something? (determiners)
• Is it a substitute for a noun? 
 (pronoun)
• Is it a grammatical phrase about 
 position, time or manner? (preposition)
• Do I need to connect ideas or events? 
 (conjunctions)



Identify contextual clues

Your teacher always mentions ‘contextual clues’ but what does it mean? It just means “What do the 
surrounding words tell you?” Use arrows to link the clues to the blank.
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